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Curriculum Vision

Our aim at Cromer Academy is to provide an exceptional education for all our pupils; an
education which brings out the best in all of them and prepares them for success in life.

Our broad, balanced and knowledge-rich curriculum is designed to:

● provide children with the core knowledge they need for success in education and later
life.

● ensure that pupils leave Cromer Academy with the qualifications needed to access the
next level of their education.

● develop the whole person and the talents of the individual.
● allow all children to become well rounded, economically self-sufficient and respectful

citizens.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

Curriculum Design
We believe knowledge is emancipatory and this is why it is central to learning at Cromer
Academy, where we are dedicated to improving the lives of the pupils in our care.

Our curriculum has subject-specific knowledge at its heart, and we look to the academic
disciplines for guidance on the most powerful knowledge to teach. We also seek to learn from
research about how this knowledge can be retained in long-term memory, so that every child
can reach their full potential and achieve excellent outcomes.

Our curriculum is both inclusive and ambitious: all our pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced
and knowledge-rich curriculum. The development of our pupils academically, morally, physically
and socially reaches far beyond the walls of the classroom, but it is the knowledge gained
between these walls which sets them on the path to the happiness and success which they
deserve.

In years 7, 8, and 9 we offer a broad and balanced, knowledge-rich curriculum that gives our
pupils a strong academic grounding in preparation for GCSE study.

In Key Stage 4 we offer a high-quality, academic curriculum, organised over two years to ensure
our pupils achieve their potential and experience in-depth learning.

ALL PUPILS CAN ACCESS THE EBACC AS WE BELIEVE IN A STRONG
ACADEMIC CORE
We want our pupils to learn the core knowledge that will help them succeed in education
and later life as well as gaining the qualifications needed to access the next stage of their
education.

Our pupils study the core GCSE subjects of English, maths, and science. All pupils have access
to the English Baccalaureate irrespective of their background or personal circumstances and a
majority will take this through to the end of Key Stage 4. This means that most pupils will study a
language and either geography or history. Ebacc subjects broaden the mind and allow pupils to
access powerful knowledge that encourages them to be informed citizens. Our emphasis is on
high-quality choices. In the past three years we have introduced GCSE qualifications in
psychology, statistics and media studies.

We also offer an exciting range of new experiences in sport, culture, and public service, to
widen our pupils’ horizons so they develop as well rounded citizens.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

WE PROMOTE READING AND WANT ALL OF OUR PUPILS TO BE
CONFIDENT READERS

We provide opportunities for reading for pleasure with a range of high quality texts readily
accessible in our new Library. Each KS3 group has one library lesson per week where they will
experience a class text that supports them in building vocabulary and reading confidence, as
well as fostering a love for reading. In addition to this, they will pay regular visits to the library to
choose and take out their own choice of texts to encourage a love of reading.

Pupils also take part in weekly form time reading sessions where they experience a range of
high quality fiction and non-fiction texts that link directly to their subject content. This enables
links to be created across subject areas and again helps to build reading confidence in our
pupils as they read aloud and have good reading modeled for them by staff and other pupils.

Where some pupils still lack confidence, the English Department provides additional small group
reading support with reading tutors and our Literacy Lead organises 1:1 support from KS4
reading mentors.

This range of engaging reading opportunities supports the development of reading confidence
across the school and helps to foster a love of reading going forward.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

OUR CURRICULUM ALLOCATION

Key Stage 3 (30 x 55 minute lessons per week)

Subject Number of lessons

English 5

Maths 5

Science 5

History 2

Geography 2

MFL (Spanish or French) 2

Philosophy 2

CADT (Termly rotations of Art, DT and Computer Science) 2

Physical Education 2

Music 1

Performing Arts 1

PSHE (inc. RSE, CEIAG, Mental Health) 1

Enrichment 1.5

Key Stage 4 (30 x 55 minute lessons per week)

Subject Number of lessons

English 5

Maths 5

Science 5

History or Geography 3

MFL (Spanish or French) 3

Physical Education 2

Personal Bucket 1* 3

Personal Bucket 2* 3

Cromer Connect (inc. RSE, CEIAG, Mental Health, Life Skills) 1.5

*Subjects currently offered in year 10 include Art, BTEC Performing Arts,  BTEC Music, Design
Technology, Computer Science, History, BTEC Sport, Media, Photography, Philosophy,
Psychology and Statistics.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

Rationale: Deliberate actions we take to shape the
curriculum
At Cromer Academy we believe that at Key Stage
3 we should focus on teaching rather than
summative testing; where we focus on learning
and enthusing our pupils with the joy of our
subjects rather than making them simply sit
endless summative tests.  We believe that our
teaching is for the purpose of learning rather than
completing an assessment at the end of the unit.
These three years of school should allow
pupils to have a broad and balanced
education, introducing them to the widest variety
of subjects and engaging them with education.  Specialist teachers who put the passion into
their subjects will lead our pupils and ensure they have the knowledge required to take the
next steps in their education, and beyond.

What does this mean for our pupils at Cromer Academy?

1. Our Curriculum Leaders will be thinking about WHAT to teach and the important
knowledge that we want all pupils to know.  Working alongside our Trust Curriculum
Centre, staffed with subject experts called Subject Specialist Leaders (SSLs), we carry
out regular reviews of the curriculum to ensure pupils have the knowledge and
understanding they need.

2. Curriculum leaders carefully sequence content in a logical way that allows pupils to
develop a  deeper understanding of the connections within their subject and to build upon
prior knowledge. Curriculum Leads also work closely together to ensure that sequencing
considers the links between subject areas for a coherent and aligned overall curriculum.

3. A sequence of lessons will include continuous low-stakes assessment which gives pupils
the chance to show off what they have learnt.  Using simple quizzes at the start of
lessons, pupils will be reviewing their knowledge in an increasing domain.  We will use
high leverage activities and formative assessment in class to ensure they can use what
they have learnt.

4. Something has been learnt when long-term memory changes.  Memory is the residue of
past thought. We learn what we spend time thinking about. If an activity diverts children’s
attention away from what is being learnt, then it is not fit for purpose. Teaching will focus
pupils on the material, whether knowledge or skill, that is to be learned.

We believe this knowledge will give our pupils both the cultural capital and the academic
underpinning they require to make them exceptional learners at GCSE and beyond.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

WE PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXTENDED LEARNING, REVISION,
INTERVENTION AND DIVERSE ENRICHMENT
We are proud of our wider enrichment offer that is accessible to pupils from all backgrounds and
allows our children access to a range of activities that helps to broaden horizons and equip them
with the confidence to face the future. This supports our curriculum vision of wanting to
develop the whole person whilst supporting our pupils to grow as well rounded
individuals.

Personal Development week takes place during the penultimate week of the Summer Term.
Personal Development week offers our pupils the opportunity to experience activities with a
spiritual, moral, social and cultural focus.

Our PSHE programme incorporates content required to
be taught as part of the  statutory RSE curriculum. All
pupils KS3  receive one lesson per week on a
seven/eight week rotation of PSHE x 2, Healthy Living
x 1, CEIAG x 1 and Art History x 1.

At KS4 pupils will receive one lesson per week of what
we call ‘’Cromer Connect’ lessons. Different topics will
be taught on rotation as we prepare pupils for the next
stage of their education and life. Topics include CPR,
Cookery skills, PSHE, RSE, Social Responsibility,
CEIAG, Ethics and Sports Leadership. All pupils in
Year 10 will gain a Young Sports Leader qualification.

Enrichment has changed and developed a lot at
Cromer, and we are always looking for new ways to
deliver this vitally important part of our curriculum. On
Wednesday mornings Years 7 through to 9, have an hour and a half off timetable to access a
wide variety of experiences and develop the knowledge and skills required for them to go
confidently into the next stage of their lives. Our enrichment programme is designed to help
promote the life-skills needed for everyday life, develop “soft skills” such as communication skills
and teamwork that employers frequently claim they need, while also giving pupils the

opportunity to challenge themselves and find out more about
their interests and passions. Our programme is based around
either the chance to volunteer, developing a new skill or
taking part in a physical activity. For example, pupils could
take an enrichment to develop their depth of interest in a
certain subject (e.g. Performing Arts, Science or P.E.) or to try
something completely new (e.g. Cooking, Debating, Sign
Language,Chess, Golf or building drones). There are usually
some opportunities (e.g. the Duke of Edinburgh) to obtain
extra qualifications or awards.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
Enrichment is a fantastic way to increase pupils’ enjoyment of school life and create an
inclusive, community spirit within the school. Taking part in enrichment activities develops skills
that prepare pupils for life and the next stages of their education. Encouraging pupils to get
involved in school life, such as in the Gardening or Eco-Club, helps create a community ethos
which we see as essential.

We offer intensive intervention for identified pupils to ensure individual needs are met. Pupils in
KS3 who are not at age related expectation for reading are provided with reading interventions
that can include the Lexia reading programme, Think Read programme, peer to peer reading
support (led by trained year 11 volunteers) as well as form time literacy.

Pupils in Year 11 are afforded a range of intensive interventions including access to Maths and
English tutors as well as a number of after school and holiday revision sessions.

OUR CULTURE IS UNDERPINNED BY OUR SCHOOL VALUES
11
We want all of our pupils to become respectful citizens. We are a school built on manners
and respect. Our five school values of Kindness, Respect, Determination, Hard Work and
Confidence are not simply words on a poster but they are demonstrated through the actions we
take. Pupils and staff at Cromer Academy build effective working relationships around our
values. Every interaction counts, especially those that demonstrate basic courtesy such as
greeting someone in the corridor or as they enter/exit the classroom.

We have named our houses (Blogg, Davies, Shipp, Sadler) after families and individuals who
have served, or continue to serve, the Cromer community over time. These people have
demonstrated traits we expect our pupils to emulate.

We serve our great town and our pupils
recognise the importance of community.

We have ‘rewards culture’ to encourage and
reward pupils who demonstrate our school
values. We recognise that motivation comes
from an intrinsic sense of success,
encouragement and determination. Merit
points are given out in lessons when pupils
demonstrate our values. Accumulation of
merit points can lead to Bronze, Silver, Gold
or Platinum badge awards. Golden tickets
are awarded to those who impress their
teachers and stand out for the way in which
they demonstrate our school values..
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

WE WANT PUPILS TO HAVE A SAY IN WHAT WE DO

We have a strong sense of
pupil voice which ensures that
pupils are represented in
decisions that affect their
education. Our democratically
elected School Council meets
regularly with the Senior
Leadership Team to discuss
school improvement.

Our Year 11 prefects, Heads of
House and Heads of School
lead by example by organising
various charity events, house
competitions and working with
younger pupils to improve their
confidence when reading.

WE PROVIDE PUPILS WITH THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE TO PROSPER
IN LIFE IN MODERN BRITAIN

We strive to ensure that pupils leave Cromer Academy with a solid understanding of British
Values that allow them to go on to become well rounded and respectful citizens. These
values are taught through our Personal Development programme (PSHE and form times) with
messages regularly reinforced during assemblies.

At Cromer Academy, we understand that Britain is a democracy. This means that we vote for the
people who make the laws and decide how our country is run. Our School Council were
democratically elected to represent the views of their year group. Our Year 10 pupils this year
took part in a QandA session with local MP Duncan Baker to discuss the political systems in the
UK.

In Britain, as long as we do not break the law, we can live as we choose  and have our own
opinions about things. At Cromer we choose our enrichment curriculum and we are encouraged
to make decisions. We recognise that it is ok to make mistakes as this builds resilience.

We believe that we are all equal under the law. At Cromer Academy, our rules and expectations
are clear and we know the difference between right and wrong. We are encouraged to take
personal responsibility for our actions.

We accept everyone for who they are and should treat everyone as we would expect to be
treated. In class we show respect by allowing teachers to teach and pupils to learn. At all times,
we practise manners and we are respectful in our actions.
We are Cromer and we are all individuals. We understand that people may have different faiths,
or beliefs and we fully accept that we are all different. Pupils and staff run an LQBTQ+ group in
school to further support our culture of inclusivity.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

WE BELIEVE THAT OUTSTANDING CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE
LEADS TO INFORMED AND ASPIRATIONAL CHOICES

Through the delivery of high quality careers education, information, advice and guidance our
pupils are supported to make realistic and informed decisions  about their career pathways, to
have high aspirations and to empower them to achieve personal success and future economic
well-being.

Careers education at Cromer Academy
is provided as a comprehensive
programme throughout Years 7-10
during a timetabled lesson as part of the
PSHE or Cromer Connect programmes.
Additional guidance is delivered during
assemblies and form time at appropriate
times throughout the academic year
(Gatsby Benchmark #2.)

A qualified Level 6 Careers Advisor is
on site a minimum of one day of every
week. All Year 11 pupils are provided
with at least one face-to-face interview
to assist with post-16 transition and
further appointments are made
available for those pupils when additional support is required. Additionally, all Year 10 pupils
have an appointment in preparation for the same (Gatsby Benchmark #8).

Throughout the careers programme we collect feedback from all stakeholders. After every
careers appointment the pupils are asked to complete a feedback questionnaire and an
assessment of this data is returned to the careers advisor. Feedback is welcomed from parents
and a form is available to complete online (Gatsby Benchmark #1).

Careers education is provided to all pupils and provision is made to allow all pupils to access the
curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to follow career paths that suit their interests, skills and
strengths with the absence of stereotypes. All pupils are provided with the same opportunities
and diversity is celebrated (Gatsby Benchmark #3.)

S
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E
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‘Exceptional, without exception’

Cultural Capital

OUR CURRICULUM ALLOWS MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL
PUPILS TO ACCRUE CULTURAL CAPITAL

We want all of our pupils to become well rounded citizens who have accrued powerful
knowledge for success now and in later life.

Cultural capital is defined as the accumulation of knowledge, behaviours, and skills that a pupil
can draw upon and which demonstrates their cultural awareness, knowledge and competence; it
is one of the key ingredients a pupil will draw upon to be successful in society, regardless of
their background or personal circumstances. To give two examples, one cannot fully understand
the Handmaid’s Tale without knowing about religious fundamentalism or Jekyll and Hyde without
knowledge of sin and damnation. The more we know, the more we can learn. The more we have
learned, the greater the contribution we can make to society. It is for this reason that we have an
obligation to the most disadvantaged in our society to teach them what they need to know.

At Cromer we work tirelessly to build our pupils' aspirations and expose them to a range of
experiences to help them become successful in school and later in life.  We recognise that for
pupils to aspire and be successful academically and in the wider areas of their lives, they need
to be given rich and sustained opportunities to develop their cultural capital. We do this in many
ways, for example, through our curriculum, extra-curricular activities, trips and visits and careers
activities.

CULTURAL CAPITAL AND THE CURRICULUM

We teach powerful knowledge so that children can understand, access and influence our
society. But, we also teach critiques of this knowledge - to give our children an edge and
show them that a canon is always up for debate. To support our pupils to build this
knowledge our Curriculum Leads have carefully selected what is taught so that their subject
contributes towards pupils’ cultural capital.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
Subject How we contribute to pupils’ cultural capital..

Art and Design
(including
Photography)

● Pupils develop their contextual understanding of contemporary artist’s work
such as Victoria Savka, Rowanne Anderson, Christian Scott, as well as
studying more traditional artists and works such as M.C. Escher’s “Reptiles”
1943 and Van Gogh’s shoe studies 1888, which helps them to recognise the
significance of both historical and modern artwork. Artist studies help to
encourage a culture of questions.

● Pupils enrich their cultural capital and knowledge of art movements and artists
through trips to local and internationally recognised art galleries such as The
National Portrait Gallery, Saatchi Gallery, Tate Britain, Tate Modern,
Photographer Gallery, The Sainsbury’s Arts Centre and NUA East Gallery.
These visits help to inspire students to create their own meaningful responses
at GCSE.

● Norwich University of the Arts work closely with Cromer Academy staff to
deliver in school workshops led by expert university lecturers and together we
have designed an annual Creative Arts day to encourage GCSE students to
pursue a career in the creative industry.

● A programme of Art History teaches students how the art world responds to
important cultural moments such as the artwork on the Berlin Wall and
Banksy’s work in the Gaza strip.

● Photography pupils study the pioneering work of Edward Western and the
history of straight photography. Anna Atkins for her use of cyanotypes and
Nadav Kander for studio lighting.

● Pupils have access to high quality resources and excellent subject specialist
facilities such as ceramic glazes, kilns, drawing tablets and a variety of printing
equipment.  We offer professional photography and lighting equipment
including drones which allow them to produce exceptional personal responses

● Pupils use industry standard software such as Adobe Photoshop to best
prepare them for success within the subject beyond secondary education.

● At the end of year 11, Cromer Academy pupils have their artwork exhibited
around the local town through the Cromer Academy Art Trail for Norfolk Open
Studio. This event allows our pupils to showcase their skills, build confidence
and prepares them for a career in the creative industry.

Design Technology ● The practical skills that pupils learn allows them to better understand the built
world which they inhabit as well as how to create things that can affect it.

● Pupils have the opportunity to use modern technology and manufacturing to
give an insight about how products are made.

● Design and Technology involves itself in the PSHE curriculum giving pupils an
awareness of how to live sustainably in our society including as a consumer of
energy and products.

● Our plastic recycling facilities as well as our approach to waste management
gives pupils knowledge of sustainable design and making.

● Design & Technology teaches pupils to be inquisitive, independent
investigators and apply findings to practical workable solutions.

● All projects follow the iterative design cycle, which allows pupils to recognise
the value of failure when viewed through the lens of effective critical
evaluation.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
● Pupils are taught how to research, investigate, design, plan, make and

evaluate which supports their success in many areas beyond their Design and
Technology lessons.

● Pupils have access to excellent subject specific facilities and resources to
support them in understanding how technology exists in the real world.

● We develop links with local businesses and organisations, with many STEM
based ambassadors visiting the school to present to pupils.

● We enter pupils into STEM based competitions which pushes pupils to
generate successful engineering outcomes within teams.  Our teams are
regularly successful in these competitions which helps inspire their aspirations.

English ● English; both the study of Language and Literature, is a broad subject that has
cultural capital at every cornerstone. The development of not only literacy skills
for life, but also a broad and in depth knowledge of varied literature from
across time and culture mean that the accruement of cultural capital is part of
everything that we do in English.

● We aim to develop confident readers and lovers of literature who use the
schema created through exposure to a wide variety of texts and ideas, from
some of the world’s greatest thinkers, to develop the background knowledge to
make links between thoughts, ideas, beliefs and opinions across cultures.

● In English, pupils at Cromer Academy:
○ Develop a sense of their place in British history through a study of texts

and literature over time (Chaucer, Shakespeare, Romantics, 19th C
Literature).

○ Build a knowledge of the chronology of the English language, where it
comes from, how it has developed and where it is going (Old English,
Middle English and Modern English).

○ Foster a love of literature and reading for pleasure that allows pupils to
go on and enjoy the thoughts and ideas of the world’s greatest thinkers.

○ Develop reading confidence and oracy skills (Reading mentors, Library
lessons and Speaking & Listening).

○ Understand how to analyse the deeper meaning and language use of
texts to move beyond face value and realise true intent (Language
analysis at word and sentence level).

○ Develop a deeper awareness of the lives of others across time and
culture and encounter the struggles of the past (Chaucer, Shakespeare,
Romantics - Industrial Revolution, Class wars in 19th C England, Pre
and Post war literature).

○ Understand literary movement, cultural and literary links between texts
and time periods.

○ Experience the theatre through a range of live and recorded
performances.

Geography ● Geography is a subject for life - it is embedded in the world around our pupils.
As such it is a subject that lends itself well to the development of cultural
capital. Pupils at Cromer Academy:

○ Develop place identity at a local and national scale. For example; global
biomes from the local deciduous woodland to the tropical rainforest.

○ Understand the interconnectedness of people and place. For example;
the human and physical causes of fluvial flooding and impacts on
humans and the environment.

○ Explore global cultures through different geographical contexts. For
example; case studies such as China as an emerging economy and the
Maldives as vulnerability to climate change.

○ Evaluate conflicts of interest and geopolitics. For example; the views of
different stakeholders in the development of renewable energy.
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
○ Know the complexities of sustainability. For example; how individual

choices (carbon offsetting, vegetarian/vegan, local food production,
reduce/reuse/recycle) can lead to a sustainable future.

○ Recognise the personal and governmental response to climate change.
For example; individual ecological footprints and the role of the IPCC.

○ Address misconceptions of different people and cultures. For example;
the reasons why people migrate.

● Topic specific examples include:
○ weather hazards - the disparities of weather hazards in developed and

emerging/developing countries.
○ economic activity & globalisation - the ethics of globalisation and a more

interconnected world.
○ ecosystems - global biomes and the balance between resource

exploitation and sustainability.
○ the Anthropocene - the challenges of climate change.

● A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world, and its people, that will remain with them for the
rest of their lives.

History ● History at Cromer allows pupils to develop a sense of their place at a local,
national and international level.

● We follow a knowledge rich curriculum that allows pupils to build a thorough
understanding of not just the past, but current events and what may occur in
the future.

● We aim to create historians who are equipped with a variety of skills that
empower them to tackle the demands of the modern world. For example, they
will be able to formulate opinion and argument based on a range of evidence.
Pupils learn to take an objective view on matters by considering various
interpretations before reaching a reasoned judgment.

● Our historians are encouraged to realise the importance of reading for the
acquisition of knowledge and for lifelong learning.

● Cromer historians learn to express their views and formulate arguments based
on reason.

Maths ● Maths at Cromer Academy gives all pupils access to a broad, balanced and
knowledge-rich curriculum that is designed to provide them with the core
knowledge they need for success in education and later life.

● To develop an awareness of financial education our pupils study fractions,
decimals and percentages, directed numbers and interest.

● To be prepared in terms of design and construction the pupils study a range of
formulae, 2D interpretations, area and perimeter, Pythagoras’ theorem,
trigonometry, angle rules and measurement conversion.

● To improve time management and organisational skills the pupils study time
conversion, time calculations and the different formats that time can be
presented in.

● So that the pupils can interpret general public information they study standard
form, ordering of fractions and decimals, rounding and measures.

Media ● Media Studies equips young people with a suite of skills and analytical
techniques that prove of value to their understanding of the media that they
consume so regularly in contemporary life.

● In Media pupils explore issues of a historical, social and cultural context,
including ethnicity, gender representation and other crucial ethical debates and
issues.

● Media set texts provide opportunities to explore a range of social and cultural
issues, as directed by the syllabus. Pupils are required to consider issues of
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
social inequality and justice, and the responsibility of the media. For example,
investigation into newspapers looks at the role of regulation.

● The Media Studies curriculum affords us many opportunities to explore and
promote positive social values. This is most clearly seen in the Key Concept of
Representations, where we routinely investigate the rights and wrongs of how
the image of a range of social groups are constructed through media
language. Pupils are required to understand the impact of, for example,
stereotyping and bias in relation to gender, ethnicity, national identity, age, and
the responsibilities of media organisations to be aware of the impact they can
have on these social groups.

● Through news media, pupils are made aware of media bias, political issues
and public opinion. We also look at the public role of significant British
organisations such as the BBC, and the work of the British film industry

MFL ● By learning a foreign language, pupils are encouraged to develop a global
attitude, understanding and appreciating aspects of the world beyond the UK's
borders and how languages are linked to the history and culture of the places
where they are spoken.

● Pupils often explore cultural and historical aspects of the countries where the
languages we study are spoken. These include songs, festivals and customs,
famous figures, historical events, literature and film. Having this knowledge
brings the language to life and enriches pupils' understanding of the cultures
that are intertwined with the language they are studying.

● Through studying either French or Spanish, pupils are encouraged to notice
the different ways in which people express themselves in different places as
well as identifying the links between English and the languages they are
studying. This highlights the similarities and differences between the ways in
which people think in different languages and can help pupils to better
understand both the language they are studying and English.

● Lessons include frequent references to the geography and daily life of
countries in which the language being learned is spoken, so that pupils are
aware of key locations and differences in routines. This helps pupils to
understand and appreciate vocabulary and concepts that are specific to
countries where the language is spoken and that may not exist in the UK.

● There are opportunities for pupils to interact with other speakers or pupils of
the language they are studying through competitions, links with universities or
other schools and trips.

Music The Cromer Academy music curriculum allows pupils to develop secure knowledge
of both music theory and the history of music, in order that they may grow in a
critical engagement with musical output, and listen with discrimination to the best in
the musical canon.
● Pupils will listen to and study culturally significant pieces such as Ode to Joy

by Beethoven and Toccata & Fugue in D minor composed by JS Bach).
● Instrumental lessons are available to all pupils (free or charge or heavily

discounted for all PP students and those completing examination courses in
music) including for singing, guitar, piano and keyboard and flute lessons.

● Opportunities within extra curricular clubs and trips include samba band,
orchestra and choir. There have been external workshops in samba and
students take part in whole school production and Trust music competitions.

Performing Arts Within the Performing Arts curriculum at Cromer Academy we aim to develop
practical and theoretical knowledge of creating and evaluating live theatre. As well
as appreciating the range of professionals that are required to create it, with a
vision to embody the skills of experienced practitioners into their own work.
● Pupils learn about a range of famous theatrical practitioners, such as

Shakespeare and how these have shaped theatrical theory as well as from
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‘Exceptional, without exception’
different cultures, for example Greek theatre.

● Pupils at Cromer Academy develop their oracy skills through speaking and
listening whilst learning how to give and take constructive criticism about their
own and others’ performances in their evaluations.

● In order to develop their confidence in terms of their presentation skills, pupils
work on their use of pitch, pace, volume, gesture, diction and eye contact.

● Such skills are developed using the study of Shakespearean Tragedy - Julius
Caesar, Macbeth & Hamlet extracts are used and linked closely to the
teaching of these texts in the English curriculum.

● The whole school production gives pupils the opportunity to appreciate the
value of their role in creating memorable, special, significant moments for the
whole school community.

● Pupils are also able to participate in workshops and trips to watch live theatre
productions. Recent visits include external visitors from Sheringham Little
Theatre.

Philosophy ● Pupils explore a range of worldviews through the lenses of Philosophy,
Theology, Sociology and History.

● Pupils learn empathy towards a range of thinking across cultures,
understanding how belief-systems and philosophies shape societies. Pupils
learn how to hold intelligent and knowledgeable dialogue around philosophical
and ethical issues and how to apply their thoughts to conversations about
worldviews within the modern world.
○ When pupils explore ancient philosophers and their ideas at the start of

Year 7, they become aware that we should question the world around us.
This is a skill that will carry pupils through to GCSE and beyond.
Encouraging pupils to avoid judging things on face-value is important for
every other unit and for life generally.

○ Pupils explore the complicated web of how beliefs emerge and change
over time, understanding that belief-systems are not ‘stand-alone’
systems, but have emerged from previous belief-systems. For example,
throughout KS3, pupils explore the following areas, which are considered
to provide ‘cultural capital’ upon which further knowledge can be added
during their lives:

○ Studying the Abrahamic faiths opens up a world of understanding how
societies and cultures have developed throughout history. Knowledge of
Biblical characters such as Moses and Abraham, gives a true basis for
studying the influence of the Abrahamic faiths across the world. It helps
pupils to understand that they tend to look at the world through an
‘Abrahamic lens’. This helps when we contrast with the ‘Dharmic lens’
from the end of Year 7 onwards and leads to more intelligent and
empathetic thinking and dialogue.

○ Giving a sense of the history of the development of beliefs, pupils look at
different ideas surrounding ‘creation’, which gives them a sense of
‘History’ in respect of the way ideas and thinking has changed throughout
the ages. This is also backed-up when looking at arguments for and
against the existence of God in Year 8. Pupils link scientific ideas about
the Big Bang and Evolution with traditional and liberal beliefs. It gives
them a sense of ‘place’ in the modern world, along with an appreciation of
how thinking has change’.

● These areas of study help pupils to be able to appreciate worldviews past and
present, so they can confidently build their knowledge on strong foundations.

Physical Education The Cromer Academy Physical Education curriculum inspires all pupils to achieve a
high level of competency and enjoyment, in order to support lifelong physical and
mental wellbeing and health and fitness. Through the ‘head, heart, hands’
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principles we aim to develop the whole person and the talents of the individual and
to allow all pupils to develop a deep and meaningful understanding of how their
own body works, values to promote sportsmanship, leadership and physical
competency in a range of activities.

● Pupils will understand how to develop their own and others' fitness for life.
● All year 10 pupils complete an accredited sports leadership qualification. We

have a high number of year 9-11 pupils who assist in the leading of sports
activities for local Primary schools. Our least active students are encouraged
to participate in sport and exercise through tailor made fitness programmes,
linking to community clubs and learning about healthy lifestyles in lessons.

● Pupils will understand key terminology related to the musculoskeletal,
cardiorespiratory system, components, methods and principles of fitness, short
and long term effects of exercise, nutrition, sports injuries, barriers to exercise
and strategies for success. Techniques in a range of sporting activities from
various historical backgrounds that they can pursue into adulthood.

● Pupils will discuss various athletes and their personal journeys as athletes or
in different sporting careers.

● Pupils will all take part in inter-house competitions and understand their role
within the activity and have an important role contributing towards the house
competition.

● Physical Education allows pupils to understand the importance of integrity,
etiquette, sportsmanship and on pitch conduct.

● Physical Education enables pupils to develop their self-esteem/confidence and
also allows them to socialise and develop lifelong healthy lifestyle choices.

● The department delivers an extensive extra curricular programme ranging from
recreational to representative activities. In recent years the school has been
very successful at district, county, regional level for a variety of sports. We also
have several individuals representing at national level.

● The department organises a number of trips including visits to Loughborough
to look at elite sports facilities, a day in the life of an elite athlete and
experience sporting activities. The department has also organised visits to
PGL for netball, Leicester Tigers development day for rugby workshops and
then watching an elite level match. We have had visits from an Olympian rower
and have many external sports coaches who train pupils on a regular basis as
part of our extra curricular offering.

PSHE ● Pupils explore a range of knowledge in PSHE which helps them to develop as
well-rounded adults, who feel empowered to make informed decisions, based
on strong knowledge, safe dialogue, which in turn enables them to contribute
positively to society.

● Through the three strands of the KS3 curriculum (Health Living, Mental Health
and Keeping Safe and Responsibilities and Relationships and Sex Education),
pupils develop personal and social awareness, giving them a strong sense of
their ‘place’ in society today and the ability to hold informed discussions with
others regarding their rights, responsibilities and choices. For example:
○ When exploring issues relating to drugs and alcohol, pupils explore each

year at deeper levels the issues facing society and the impact of personal
choices. Being armed with informative knowledge and having been
provided the safe environment to discuss key issues, pupils become more
confident members of society who will hopefully therefore make positive
contributions.

○ When pupils explore issues linked with physical and mental health, again
at deeper levels each year, they become more informed not only about
how to take care of their own physical and mental health, but how to
support others in society and to also recognise the need to strive to
contribute to a greater understanding of these areas within society.
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○ When pupils explore Relationships and Sex, at deeper levels each year,

they are more likely to be armed with strong knowledge, in order to make
informed choices in respect of their future relationships. They will also
demonstrate a deeper understanding of the rights of others in respect of
areas such as consent, harassment, abuse, sexuality and contraception.

● These areas of study help pupils to appreciate our changing world and their
place within it, so they can confidently ground and then build their knowledge
on strong foundations in their future. They will hopefully become confident,
informed citizens of the modern world, aware of their values and viewpoints
regarding these areas of personal and social understanding.

Science ● The Science curriculum is designed so all pupils build their pillars of
knowledge of the three branches of science and interleaving allows all
pupils to realise how they are all interconnected.

● Our aim is for all pupils to have an understanding of Science that will
benefit them in a technology driven world allowing them to make informed
decisions throughout their lives.

● By teaching ‘How Science Works’ pupils learn investigative skills which
give them tools to make judgements and come to their own conclusions as
to whether data is valid and whether the claims of some companies trying
to promote their products are distorted.

● Links are made to historical scientific discoveries and theories and how
they have influenced present day thinking, for example Darwin's Theory of
Evolution was very controversial and had much opposition but is now
widely accepted due to advances in technology leading to the discovery of
genes.

● Many of the topics taught in lessons involve discussion of ethical issues
such as genetic engineering and cloning, selective breeding and stem cell
research. Video clips are used to enhance learning such as that of a pet
cloning service in the US as most pupils think this is something from a film
rather than reality.

● Topics are linked to current affairs where possible such as vaccination and
herd immunity as well as dispelling myths such as ‘a vaccination will
prevent you from becoming infected with a virus’.

● Science club enrichment allows pupils to carry out practicals beyond the
scope of the curriculum.

● In Chemistry pupils explore the impact that humans have on the
environment in the past, present and future by considering factors such as
life cycle assessments and global warming and they consider how their
own lifestyle contributes to these factors.

Statistics ● Pupils study different ways that data can be displayed so that they can
understand and interpret statistics presented by others and are able to use
it within the context of their future fields. These techniques include
comparative pie charts, control charts and histograms.

● Statistics pupils at Cromer Academy study a range of statistical measures
so that they can interpret, process and compare a wide range of data in a
multitude of different formats. These measures include: Standard
Deviation, Interquartile Range, Probability, Spearman’s Rank and a wide
range of averages, for example; geometric mean.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR
To reinforce the importance of experiences outside of the
classroom our pupils have access to heavily subsidised
peripatetic music lessons. Currently we have just under 100
pupils who take advantage of this opportunity that builds on
the skills they develop in their curriculum music lessons.

Our enrichment programme gives pupils the opportunity to
access a wide variety of experiences and develop the
knowledge and skills required for them to go confidently into
the next stage of their lives.

We publish a weekly news bulletin
linked not only to key events going on
in the world but also to areas of the

curriculum being taught that week. These articles are placed in the
canteen so pupils can access topically relevant issues and events during
their social times.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Trips and visits provide the ideal way for pupils to
experience something new and different and expand
their cultural horizons. Out of the classroom, they can
get hands-on and in-depth, exploring something that’s
completely new to them or widening their experiences of
something they already know about.

Our annual Carol Service takes place at Cromer Church,
an opportunity, in an increasingly secular society, for all
pupils to experience something they may otherwise not
be exposed to.

Our GCSE Art pupils visited a number of Art Galleries in
London to develop their appreciation and understanding
of a wider range of artists.

Members of our Eco Club enrichment group recently visited
Horsey Gap today for a guided walk & talk with a Horsey
Seals ranger.
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